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Above: Builder Charles Miller stands in the swimming pool with his “green” house under construction behind him. The house is being buiit for
Homearama 2007 in the Edinburgh Meadows community of Chesapeake. Below: Three inches of foam insulation was sprayed to plug air leaks.

Builder of high-end, energy-efficient house promises cheap heating and cooling bills

BY JEANNE MOONEY
THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

CHESAPEAKE — Many luxury
home builders like to show off the
glitz. You know, the soaring foyer,
the sprawling master bath and the
party-friendly kitchen and family
room.

Not Charles Miller. He wants you
to see the inner beauty of his home.
And he’ll take you into the crawl
space, up to the attic or onto the .
roof for a look.

One might say Miller belongs to a
special breed. He’s building a home
that will be energy efficient and

certified as “green” by a non-profit

group that promotes sustainable
housing. That's a first for Hamp-
ton Roads, Miller said, and for the
annual new homes show where it
will debut.
But being a pioneering green
builder locally doesn’t make Mill-
" er’s job any easier.-He must distin-
guish the attributes of his Iuxury
home, which he hopes to sell for

$1.275 million, from that of the 16
other upscale homes taking shape
in the Edinburgh Meadows commu-
nity of Chesapeake for Homearama
2007. And that means talking about
stuff that’s not terribly sexy — R-
values of insulation and U-values

of windows; trusses and sub-floor-
ing engineered from fast growing
trees; a duct system that bleeds
little heated or cooled air; and two
green roofs that will filter and
retain rainwater and insulate the
rooms below.

Still, in his pitch to visitors, Mill-
er has a hook to snag attention. It's
this: $92 dollars.

That’s what a homeowner can
expect to pay each month to heat
and cool Miller’s 5,350-square-foot
home.

Guaranteed.

“It’s going to cost less to heat and
cool this house than any house in
the neighborhood,” Miller said. And
if it doesn’t, he said, “T'll pay the
difference.” The offer is good for
one year, he said.

Miller is helping introduce to
South Hampton Roads a residen-
tial green building program called
EarthCraft House. It was devel-
oped 8 years ago by the non-profit
Southface Energy Institute of
Atlanta, and the Greater: Atlanta

Home Builders Association, the
nation’s second largest home build-
ers’ group.

The Home Builders Association
of Virginia recently adopted Earth-
Craft’s green building program and
several Charlottesville, Richmond
and Roanoke area builders are
starting to follow its creed. But in
southeastern Virginia, Miller is the
first residential builder to buy into
the program, It promises lower util-
ity bills, better indoor air quality
and less environmental impact for
homes that adhere to its methods
compared to those that don't.

To achieve the benefits, Earth-
Craft stresses sealing the building
envelope and duct system from air
loss.

Miller had three inches of foam
insulation sprayed on the innards of
his home. He also had foam insula-
tion applied around windows and
doors. Crews caulked around the
electrical outlets and boxes.
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