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Master gardeners have long been known
for their green thumbs, but today quite a few
builders are cultivating green thumbs of their
own, constructing “green” homes that are
earth-friendly in both construction materials
and energy usage.

What makes a new construction home
“green?” “Well, there are different shades of
green,” says Chuck Miller, owner of Miller
Custom Homes. “There’s your super green
tree house somewhere out in Washington
State, and then there’s the home that does
something simple like using florescent light-
ing instead of incandescent bulbs.”

Homebuyers who are interested in buying
an eco-friendly home in Hampton Roads have
a lot of choices, from traditionally built wood
frame houses with energy efficient details to
the unconventional newcomers on the block
that boast iiber green credentials.

Stephen Quick, of Stephen Alexander
Homes and Neighborhoods, has been inte-
grating energy efficient materials into the
custom houses he builds for some time now.
“Probably the biggest thing we’ve been do-
ing is installing windows with Low-E coat-
ings and using blown cellulose insulation,
which has made a huge difference in energy
savings,” he says. “Blown cellulose fills the
entire cavity of a wall and performs 32 percent
beyond standard insulation, and as the tem-
perature drops, its performance value actually
increases. We started off using it in our big-
ger custom homes, but found out how gdod it
was, so now we use it in every home we build,
big or small.

“Our appliances have Energy Star ratings,
which is becoming more of a priority for buy-
ers. We're also doing new specialized house
wraps that are very effective when you tape
and seal them correctly. And there’s a new
product on the market that we've used called
TechShield by Louisiana Pacific. It's a foil-
backed roof sheeting that actually reflects a
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large percentage of the sun’s radiation right
back out through the roof before it has time to
get the attic hot. I'm starting to see more and
more builders in the area use that product. All
of these things add up to savings for the buyer
in the long run because they make a home op-
erate more efficiently.”

Some builders are achieving significant
energy savings by using insulated concrete
forms (ICFs), which are steel-reinforced, con-
crete-filled polystyrene blocks, in place of
wood frame exterior walls. Reid Pocock, the
president of Dominion Building Group, also
heads a company that supplies PolySteel, an
ICF product, to area builders. He’s erected
about one hundred PolySteel homes in the
area, several of which have won the Energy
Value Housing Award (EVHA). The homes
claimed the gold award for their energy ef-
ficient design.
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hard as redwood or vak.
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One of two green roofs being installed on
Miller’s EarthCraft House for this year’s
Homearama.
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